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HE Inficutiond of the Chriſ- 


tian religion are equally ' of 
divine authority with its Docfrines, 
and a cordial ſubjection to the will 
of Chriſt in het, conſtitutes one 
principal branch of evangelical obe- 
dlience. For ye are my friends, 
{aid our Lord, “if ye do whatſoever 
I command. you K. # 


At is, e abſolutely incum- 
bent on thoſe, who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, diligently to ſtudy the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures, that they may form 
their conduct and worſhip according 
to the mind and will of Chriſt. For - 


K John xv. 14. 


2 


, 
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it would be nothing leſs than pre- 
ſumption, to expect that any religious 
duties ſhould meet with divine ap- 
© probation, unleſs they are warranted 
by divine authority. Nothing, in- 
deed, is more expreſsly condemned 
in the word of God, than Mill-wor- 
ip , and the acknowledgment of 
any authority in matters of religion, 
beſides that of Him, ** who is head 
over all things to his body the 
church r; who hath * aſcended far 
above all heavens, that he might fill 
all things 4; and is ſeated “ on the 
_ throne of David, and in his kingdom, 
to order it, and eſtabliſh it, from 
henceforth even for ever 8.“ 4 
To ſuppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt, the 
anointed king on God's holy hill of 
Zion, ſhould have left undetermined 


* Col. ii. 20, 22, 23. + Eph. i. 22. 
t Eph. iv. 10. & Iſa. ix. 7. 


the 
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the form of goſpel-worſhip, or ks 
referred what reſpects the conſtitu- _ 
tion, order, diſcipline and duties of 
' his churches, to the will and wiſdom 
of men, is highly inconſiſtent with 
that ſupreme and excluſive allegiance, 
which he claims from all his ſubjects, 
as their only Lord and lawgiver. 
Under the preceding difpenſation, 
in which the worſhip of the ſanctuary 
was conducted by means of carnal 
ordinances , ©* Moſes was admo- 
niſhed of God, when he was about 
to make the tabernacle,” that he 
ſhould be careful to make all 
things according to the pattern ſhew- 
ed to him in the mount +:” how 
much more, then, may it be con- 
cluded, that, under the preſent, which 
is a © miniſtration of the Spirit that 
exceeds in glory 4, the whole order 
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* Heb. ix. 10. + Heb. viii. 5. 
t 2 Cor. iii. 7—11. | n 


- A3 of 


1 


of God's houſe and worſhip ſhould 


be ſtrictly conformed to divine pre- 


ſcription and appointment! 


It is much to be lamented; how- 
ever, that, in the preſent day, the 


nature of the Redeemer's kingdom, 


the conſtitution of his churches, the 
rules of goſpel- fellowſhip, and the 
ſcriptural plan of ſocial religion, are 
very imperfectly underſtood by num- 
bers of thoſe, who are called the 


followers of Chriſt. Some do not 


appear to reliſh them. Others, per- 
haps without deſign, paſs them over 


with filent inattention. Many, there 


is reaſon to fear, do not ſufficiently 
conſider the authority of Chriſt in 
theſe things, nor the advantages de- 
ſigned to ariſe from them to his ſub- 
jects. And, probably, not a few are 
diſcouraged, by an apprehenſion of 
the difficulties with which they muſt 

contend, 
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contend, if they determine faithfully 
to obſerve whatſoever Chriſt has com- 
manded. | 


1 


Thus, on one account and ano- 
ther, many live all their days under 
the ſound. of 'the goſpel, in. the ne- 
glect of important duties, which 
Chriſt hath enjoined on all his ſub- 
jets, while others are very deficient 
in their attention to them. And, 
from theſe circumſtances, much diſ- 
advantage ariſeth to the cauſe of 
Chriſt. Some churches are filled 
with diſorder and confuſion. Others 
have only the ſhadow of union and 
firmneſs, while, in reality, they are 
without ſtrength, and continually 
liable to be thrown into diſtraction 
by any unfavourable circumſtance that 
may occur. Private members of 
- churches have not that aſſiſtance for 
their improvement and comfort, 
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which Chriſt hath appointed. Faith- 
ful officers often find unſurmountable 
difficulties in the way of their duty. 
And the riſing generation grows up 
unacquainted with the nature and or- 
der of the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
deſtitute of thoſe helps, which He 
. hath ordained for the ſeed of his 
church. 5 


Conſiderations of this kind induced 
the author to employ ſome of his 
leiſure hours, in attempting to draw 
up a conciſe view of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, and of the Nature and Order of 
New Teſtament churches, with no 
farther aim, at firſt, than to aſſiſt the 
Young,. and thoſe who might need 
ſuch aſſiſtance, among the People to 
whom he ſtatedly miniſters, But, in 

compliance with the wiſhes of ſome 
of his friends and brethren in the 
mwiſtey, who thought it might be 


more 


iK ] 


more extenſively uſeful, it is now 


ſubmitted to the eye of the public; 
with a ſincere deſire to ſerve the 
beſt intereſt of thoſe, who are con- 
cerned to know and to do the will of 
God. How far it is adapted to this 
end, thoſe who read it, have a right 
to judge for themſelves. 


In digeſting and preparing this, he 
acknowledges himſelf conſiderably in- 
debted to a ſmall piece of Dr. Owen's, 


printed in the year 1667, and en- 
titled,. A brief Inſtruction in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and Diſcipline of the 


Churches of, the New Teſtament, &c. 
A. piece, which will afford much va- 


luable and. ſcriptural. inſtruction to 


thoſe, who will give it ſo much at- 
tention, as may be neceſſary to enter 
fully into its meaning. 


x 


ff A {a 


a 

And now, to the divine bleſſing he 
ne this feeble attempt to ſerve 
the cauſe of Chriſt and religion, ear- 
neſtly praying, that it may have ſome 
effectual tendency to revive that union, 
purity, zeal and ſteadineſs, which 
were the glory and the ſtrength of 
the primitive churches! ' L 


London; 
May 22, 1784. 
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T7 HAT is religious worſhip? 


' 
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A. It is ſerving and glori- 
fying God, in a manner agreeable. to his 
divine nature and will. Deut. vi. 13, 
Matt. iv. 10. John iv. 23, 24. 


2. 2. May not religious worſhip, in a 
ſubordinate ſenſe, be paid to Creatures? 
A. The ſcriptures admit no ſuch diſtinc- 
tion in religious worſhip, as that of ſupreme 
and ſubordinate, but uniformly forbid eve- 
ry act of religious worſhip addreſſed to 
any Creature, as ſuch, even the moſt ex- 
cellent.— Iſa; xlii. 8. Acts x. 255 26. 
Rev. xix. 10. ch. xxii. 9. . 


A 6 9. 3, How 
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2 2. How may religious worſhip be 
diſtinguiſhed ? 


A. Into natural or bend and ĩnſtituted 
Vorſhip. 


4. What is natural or moral worſhip? 
EZ. It is the acknowledgment of God, 
zs a Being in himſelf poſſeſſed of iokinite 
perfections, and as the Creator, Preſerver, 
Governor, and Judge of all men; in the 
exerciſe of faith and fear, hope and love, 
prayer and praiſe, ſubjection and obe- 
dience. Rev, iv. 11. Deut. x. 20. 

Ifa. xlv. 23. Ch. xxxiii. 22. Heb, xi. 

6. Iſa. xxvi. 4. Pf. xxxiii. 18. Matt. 

xxii. 37. Pf. Ixv. 1, 2. Deut. vi. 13. 


5. What is the foundation of natural 
7 worſhip ? 2 
A. The infinite excellency of the Wine 
nature, and the relation ſubſiſting between 
God and his intelligent creatures. 
Rom. i. 20, 21. Gal. iv. 8. Acts xvii. 
22—28. Pſ. xcy. 1—8. | 


9, 6. l is this caled moral wor- 
ITY ? = 


A. Becauſe 
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A. Becauſe it ariſeth out of the fitneſs 

of things, and, as it hath the moral and 

eternal law for its rule, the obligation to 
it is | univerſal and unchangeable. —- | 

2 Sam. xxii. 4. Pſ. xviii. 3. Rev. iv. 11. 

Rom. ii. 14, 13. Rev. v. 1 Ch. q 

Vil. 11, 12, 13. | 


2 7. What is inſtituted warſhip 2 


A. That which hath its foundation and 
origin in divine appointment, which gives 
the viſible form. and order of religion, and 
conſiſts in glorifying God by ſuch outward: 
ordinances, as he hath been pleaſed to eſta- 
bliſh. Lev. xviii. 4, 5. Deut. vii. 11. 
. xlviii. 11, 12. 1 Cor. Ji. 2. 


9.8. What is the rule of all inſtituted | 
worſhip i 2 
A. Not the will of any Creature, kow- 
ever great, wiſe, or good, but the revealed 
will of God only; who hath given us a 
full diſcovery thereof, in all things ne- 
| 


ceſſary for our faith and practice, by his 

written word. —— Iſa, xxxiii. 22. ch. 

xlii. 8. Matt. iv. 10. Ia. vii. 20. 

2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. — 
9. 9. Whence 


1 


2.9. Whence ariſeth man's obligation 


to obſerve ſuch inſtituted worſhip? - 


A. From the authority of Him who en- 
joins it, and from the abſolute ſubjection 
which is due to his will in all things.“ 
Gen. xvii. 1, Pſ. cxliii. 10. Matt. vi. 10. 
Rom. x xii. 1. Er xlv. 11. 1 Cor. vi. 20. 


9. 10 10. Hate che ordinances of religious 
worſhip always been the ſame ? 


A. No; for God hath changed them 
from time to time, according to the ſeve- 


ral diſpenſations, or” gbd forms of 
worſhip and government, which his church > 


hath been. under. Wk LR; compar- 
ed with Gen. ii. 16, 17. ch. xvii. 2, 


9 - rr. and the * of Exodus, Leviti- 
an, zan and nnn at large. 


* 


2 11. What ar are the principal diſpenſa- 


tions which the church of God, at various 
times, hath been under: 1 


A. The Patriarchal, the : Moſaic, and 
the Chriſtian. 1 


2. 12. What was che Wed ehel dif. 
| penſation, and how long did it continue? 


A. It 


| . 
A. It was that, under which believers 
lived before the ceremonial law was given; 
when many families, deſcended from the 
ſame father, continued together in one 
Tribe; and every ſuch Tribe, acknowledg- 
ing the true God, and profeſſing faith in 
the Saviour to come, was a diſtinct reli- 
gious Community, and the Father, or Head 
of the tribe, was both its Ruler and Prieſt. 
This continued till the days of Moſes, —— 
Gen. x. 5, 20, 31, 32. ch. xi. 31. ch. 
xii. 5, 8. Ch. x11. 6, 9, 12. Ch. xx. 
7. middle clauſe, Ch. xxvi. 24, 25. 
Ch. xlvi. 1. Ch. xlviu. 15, 20. Job i. 5. 


9. 13. What were the principal reli- 
gious inſtitutions, under that diſpenſation 2 


A. Theſe appear to have been Sacrifices 
and Oblations, till God eſtabliſhed his co- 
venant with Abraham and his poſterity, 
when he appointed Circumciſton, as the vi- 
ſible token of his covenant with that pecu- 
liar people and their feed after them. 
Gen. iv. 3, 4. ch. vill, 20, 21, ch, 
xvii. 9, 10. $1 


3 9. 14. What 
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2. 14. What was the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, and how long did this continue? 

A. It was that, which God eſtabliſhed, 
by the miniſtry of Moſes, at Mount Sinai, 
with the body of the Iſraelites at large, 
whom he choſe: to be. © an holy nation, a 
peculiar people to himſelf ;*” under which 
all their natural deſcendants - were mem- 

bers of the viſible church, — This conti- 
nued till. the promiſed Meſſiah came. 
Exod, xix. 5, 6. Deut. vii. 6—11. ch. 
XX1X. 10—15, Rom. ix. 3—5, Eph. ii. 
13—18.. | | 


'9. 15. What were the principal reli- 
- gious inſtitations under. the Moſaic diſpen- 
ſation.? | 


A. A great number of painful; coſtly, 
and laborious rites were then appointed in 
the church of God, ſuch as, Circumciſion, 
the Paſſover, Sacrifices, Oblations, ceremo- 
- nial Purifications, ſolemn Afemblies of all 

the Males among the Iſraelites. three times 
a year, and many others of a ſimilar na- 
ture, —— See the books of Exodus, Levi- 
flicus, 
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Ficus, Numbers, and erer at large. 
Heb. ix. 9, 10. 


9. 16. What is the Chriſtian diſpenfa- 
tion, and how long ſhall this continue ? 


A. It is the pure and ſpiritual diſpenſa- 
tion of Chriſt, which the church of God 
is now under; according to which, alk re- 
ligious worſhip muſt be conducted in the 
name of the. Lord Jeſus, without any of- 
thoſe coſtly ſervices and painful rites, 
which were preſcribed to the Jewiſh 
church. This diſpenſation muft continue 
till the end of- the world, when the whole 
church ſhall be gens perfect. — John iv, 
23, 24. Heb. i. 1. Col. iii. 17. Eph. TR 
18, Heb. xil, ite 


- 


9. 17. What are the religious inſtitu- 
tions of the Chriſtian diſpenſation ? 

A. Theſe are ſocial and public Prayer 
Singing the praiſes of God —Reading, 
preaching, and hearing the word — Rap- 
tiſm—Church-fellowſhip—and the Lord's 
ſupper; with all that relates to the order, 
government, and diſcipline of Chriſtian 
churches, Acts i, 14. 1 Tim, ii. 1, 2. 


Eph. 


— 


Chbriſt. 
27. 1 Cor. xii. 13. 


Eph. v. 19. Col. iii. 16. 1 Theſſ. v. 27. 
Mark xvi. 15. Luke viii. 18. James i. 


12, 20, 27. Matt. xxvi. 26—30. 1 Cor. 


xi. 929. ch. xiv. 40. 


9. 18. What is the nature and non ny h 


ö 


baptiſm? 
A. It is a poſitive ioftirocicn of Chriſt, 


| by which thoſe that engage in it, ſolemnly 


profeſs their faith in God, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit; their ſubjection to Chrift 


as Mediator; and their unreſerved obliga- 
tion to obſerve all things whatſoever he 


has commanded: by which, alſo, thoſe, 


to whom it is adminiſtered, are acknow- 


ledged to be a part of the viſible church of 
Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Gal. iii. 


2.19. Who are the proper ſubjeAt of 


0 hriſtian baptiſm ? 


A. Thoſe who believe in the Lord Je- 


* Chriſt, and are cordially diſpoſed to 


walk in ſubjection to his authority in all 


things, together with their Infant- offspring. 
—— Mark xvi. 16. Acts vill. 37, 38. 


A N. | ch. 
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ch. ii. 39. ch. xvi. 13, 33. 
i | 


Matt. | 


9. 20, What is meant by church-fel- 
lowſhip ? | 


A. The union,” or incorporated ſtate of 
baptized perſons, holding the truth of 
Chriſt, and engaged to walk together in 
all the rules and ordinances of the goſpel, 
under his authority, as their Saviour and 
Lord. 1 Cor. xii. 12—27, Eph. iv. 
3—8. Acts ii. 41, 42. Eph. v. 23. Col. 
1. 18. 5 


9.21. What are the particular ends of 
church-fellowſhip ? - 


A. To ſupport and perpetuate the vifi- 
ble. kingdom and headſhip of Chriſt among 
his ſaints; to exhibit and preſerve the 
truth and purity of the goſpel; to provide 
for the regular adminiſtration of .divine 
ordinances; and, by means of theſe, to, 

improve all the graces of the Spirit in be- 
lievers, till they are made meet for the 
heavenly ſtate. Iſa. ix. 7. Eph. ii. 20. 
Col. ii. 6, 7, 9, 10. 1 Tim. iii. 15. Phil. 


i. 27, 
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i. 27. 1 Cor. xi. 2. Eph. iv. 11—13. 
Acts ii. 42, 46, 47. Ch. ix. 31. 


2: 22. What is the Lord's ſupper ? 


A. It is an ordinance, in which, by 
giving and receiving bread and wine ac- 
cording to Chriſt's appointment, his diſci- 
ples commemorate their abſent Lord, and 
ſhew forth his amazing love in giving him- 
felf for them, and the atonement which he 
made for fin by his death; ſolemnly pro- 
feſſing their hope to be founded upon it, 
teſtifying their love to him and one ano- 
ther, and renewing their engagements to 
be the Lord's. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 
1 Cor. xi, 23—27. 1 John iv. 10, 11. 
1 Cor. v. 8. Iſa, xliv. 5. 1 Cor. vi. 20. 


9.23. Who are proper perſons to par- 
take of the Lord's'ſupper ? 
A. Thoſe in a church of Chriſt, who 
are capable of examining themſelves, who 
have a competency of knowledge to diſcern 
the Lord's body, and who give good evi- 
2 of their faith and love. 1 Cor. 
i. 18, 28, 29. 2 Cor. xiii. 3. Eph, v. 2. 
I 1 Jobs iv. 8-11, ch. iii. 14. 


9. 24. How 
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9. 24. How is this es to be ad- 
miniſtered ? 


A. Not to Individuals aneh or to 
a Church in diſtinct parts, but to a Church 
at large, when aſſembled together in one 
place; it being an ordinance for the ſpe- 
cial communion of the body of Chriſt — 
1 Cor. xi. 20, 33, 34. ch. x. 16, 17, | 


9.25, Is it lawful to receive this ordi- 
nance for any civil purpoſe ? 


A. The kingdom of Chriſt is entirely 
diſtin and different from all the king- 
doms of this world; the whole of its or- 
der and inftitutions is ſpiritual, appointed 
and fitted only for ſpiritual ends and uſes; -. 
and, therefore, to receive this ordinance 
for the ſake of any civil office, or tempo- 
ral emolument, is a vile and prophane 
abuſe of it. John xviii. 36. Eph. iv. 
11, 12, Mal, i. 12. John vi. 26, 27. 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. ch. xi. 2. 


9. 26. Is there any alteration to be ex- 
pected in the ordinances of religious wor- 
ſhip under the Chriſtian diſpenſation? -+- 


A. No; 


he come. 


. Heb. x. 23—31, Rev. xxii. 


— —— 
1 . N 
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A. No; for Chriſt hath expreſsly com- 
manded, that all his ordinances be kept, 
vichout any addition or diminution, till 
Marg. XXViii. 20. 1 Cor, 


18—20. 8 


2. 2. Is it right for any man, or 
body of men, to enjoin additions to the 
ordinances of Chriſt, even under the idea 


of aſſiſting devotion, or of rendering the 


worſhip more comely ? 


A. By no means; for all true and ac- 
ceptable devotion is the fruit of faith, 


; which hath reſpe& to the word of God 


alone; and all the beauty of Chriſtian 
worſhip conſiſts in its exact agreement 
with the appointments of Chriſt, who is 
the Head over all things to his body the 
church. All human additions, therefore, 
are not only needleſs, but preſumptuous, 
becauſe they derogate from the wiſdom 


and authority of Chriſt; and are expreſsly 
forbidden by his word. 
Eph. ii. 19—22. Matt. xv. 9. Col. ii. 
18—23. | 


Heb. x1. 4—6. 


9. 28, How 


31 
228. How: doth it further appear to 


be important, that the ordinances of Chriſt 


be. kept ſtrictly according to his ee 
ment? 


A. From 1 80 conſiderations as te! 


that every goſpel; ordinance hath its pecu- "2 


liar uſe. and proper end; that God hath 
promiſed his preſence only in the ways of 
his own appointment; that he is jealous 
of his honour in reſpect to religious inſti- 
tutions ; and, that divine judgments have 
been inflicted on ſome, for lighting or 
abuſing them, Rom. vi. 3, 4. Luke 
XX11. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 26, Exod; xx. 
24. Matt. xviii. 20. Heb. x11. 29. Deut. 
W 4, 13. Lev. 1. 1,2, 1 Cor. xi. 
29, 30. 


9. 29. By whom hath Chriſt appointed 
his ordinances to be obſerved ? 


A. By the congregations or churches of 
his people, who, as united in Chriſtian 
fellowſhip, are the proper ſubjects of his 
regal authority and government. Eph. 
iv. 1—16, Matt, xviii. 20. ch, xxvili. 
20. Heb. ili, 1—6. Pſ.ii. 6. Eph. v. 
23, 24: 1 


9. 30. Are 


1 24 1 
-: 2,30. Are _ more churches of 


Chriſt than one? At Faß ick 


3 . There is but one N or E 


tholic Church, which includes all who 


belong to Chriſt; but there are many par- 
tieular churches of Chriſt, each of which 
may be conſidered as a viſible repreſenta- 
tion of the univerſal church, and as a part 


of it. —Eph. M. 15, 21. Ch. iv. . 
Gal. 1. 2. Rom. xvi. 16. | 


. 31. What i is a Ferücular Suech of 


| Chriſt ? 


A. It is a diſtin ſociety of ſaints and N 
faithful brethren i in Chriſt, with their In- 
fant offspring, ſeparated to the Lord by 


- the- ordinance of Chriſtian baptiſm, mu- 
_ . tually engaged to walk together in the uſe 


of all goſpel ordinances, for the purpoſes 


of Chriſtian fellowſhip, and, to that end, 


ſtatedly meeting in one place, under the 


promiſe and authority of Chriſt as their 


Head and King. Col. i. 2. Heb. iii. 1. 
1 Cor. vii. 14. Matt. xix. 14. Ch. 


xxviii. 19. Acts ji. 41—47.. 1 Cor. xii. 
12, 13, 14, 2527. ch. xi, 20. Acts i. 


be W 13 — 
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13—15. Mart: xviii. 20. ch. xxvili, 20, 
laft clauſe. 1 Cor. v. 4. 855 


2. 32. What perſons are proper to be- 
| come members of a Chriſtian church? _ 
A. Thoſe, who are called by the grace | 

of God to the acknowledgment of the 
truth which is after godlineſs, who make 
a credible profeſſion of their faith in Chriſt, 
and are unfeignedly diſpoſed to walk in all 
holy E en to his authority. ——1 Cor. 
1. 2. Tit. i. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. Acts xxvi. 
18. John xv. 14. Matt. xxviii.' 20; 


9. 33. How do ſuch PEN. become a a 

Chriſtian church? | | 

A. They are conſtituted ſuch hs the 
authority and will of Chriſt, on their re- 
ceiving him as their Prophet, Prieſt” and 
King, and voluntarily -uniting to walk to- 

_ gether in the holy and conſtant obſervation 
of all his inſtitutions.— John i. 12. Ia, 
xliv. 5. ch. xxxiii. 22. Heb. iii. 1, ae 
John xv. 14. . 

. What means hath Chrin ap- 
pointed for preſerving the freedom and . 
ar. of his churches individually? 


3 „„ Thoſe * 
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A Thoſe of chuſing their on officers, 
admitting or excluding members, and ex- 
_ ecuting all the laws of Chriſt among them- 
ſelves, for his glory and their own edification. 
Accs vi. 3, 5. ch. xv. 22,25. 2 Cor. 
viii. 19. 23. Acts ix. 26. Matt. xviii. 
17, 18. 1 Cor. v. 4, 12. 
2. 3 5. To whom hath Chriſt committed 
the adminiſtration of divine ordinances? 
A. To officers appointed in his name, 


and according to his will, Matt. xxvili. 
16, 19. Eph. iv. 11, 12, 


9. 36. What officers hath Chriſt, at any 
time, appointed in his church ? | 


A. At firſt he appointed extraordinary 
officers, who were to continue only for a 
ſeaſon, and, afterwards, ordinary officers, 
who are to continue till the end of the 
world, h 


9. 37. What were thoſe extraordinary 
officers ? 


A. They are called apoſtles, prophets, 
and evangeliſts, — 1 Cor. xii. 28, Eph. 
iv. 11. 

1 36. What were the apoſtles ? 
A. They 


(oo) 
A. They were men choſen by Chriſt 


and commiſſioned immediately by him to 


teſtify this important event, and to preach 
his goſpel to all the world, as the means 


of proſelyting the nations, and of gather- 


ing churches in his name: to which end, 
they were under the extraordinary direction 
and influence of the Holy Spirit, and were 


endued with miraculous gifts, which, on 


\ fome occaſions, they conveyed to others 
by the impoſition of their hands. — Luke 


vi. 13—16, Matt. xxviii. 16, 19. Acts 


i. 8, 21—26. Gal. 1. 1. 1 Cor. ix. 1, 2. 
2 Cor. xi. 28. Eph. iii. 9—5;. Gal. i. 11, 
12. Acts xix. 6, 11. ch. vill. 14, 15, 17. 


9. 39. What were the Chriſtian pr6- 
phets ? ; 


A. Probably they were men favoured - 


with” the extraordinary influence of the 


Holy Spirit, enabling them, in a moſt con- 


vincing manner, to explain Old Teſtament 
prophecies, and to ſhew their accompliſh- 

ment in Chriſt and his kingdom, as well as 
to predict important events, for the direction 


B 2 I and 


Himſelf, to be. witneſſes of his reſurrection, 
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| and advantage of the church. — Acts xi. 
27, 28. ch. xxi. 10, 11. "= ii. . 
Ml 13. | N 


* 


2, 40. What were the evangeliſts ? 


They were men choſen by the apoſ- 
ges, to travel with them as fellow-labour- 
ers in preaching the goſpel, and in ga- 
thering, ſettling, and regulating churches, 
according to the order of the goſpel, in 
various parts of the world. — Acts xvi. 
g—5- 2 Tim. iv. 5. Tit. i. 5. 

2, 41. Why are the apoſtles, prophets 
an called extraordinary officers? 
„A. Becauſe their work itſelf, their call 
to it, and their qualifications for it, were 
extraordinary ; and none were to ſucceed 
them 1n their office. Matt. x. 1 Luke 
xxiv. 49. Acts ii. 2—4. Het 


9: 42. What are the ordinary officers ic 
Chriſtian churches? 


AHA. Theſe are biſhops . or. elders: wy 

didn, whom Chriſt hath appointed to 
continue in his churches till the end of the 
world; —— Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. 1—8. 


Eph. iv. 13. 


273. What 
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"2998 What are biſhops or elders ac- 
cording to the New Teſtament ?. 


A. They are officers appointed to the 
overſight and care of one particular church, 
to attend jointly to its religious intereſts, 
lead its worſhip, and to watch over all its 
members, inſtructing and guiding them 1n 
all ſubjection to Chriſt and obedience to 


his will. Acts xx. 28, 1 Pet. v. 1—4- 
Heb. xiii. 17. 


9, 44. "Is the office of biſhops the ſame 
with that of elders ? 


A. Yes; for the ſame perſons are called 
both biſhops and elders in the New Teſta- 
ment, without the leaſt intimation that 
theſe names are meant to ſignify different 
offices, Compare Acts xx. 17. with ver. 
28. of that chapter; and Tit. i. 5. with ver. 
7. and all theſe with Phil. i. x. 


9. 45. What are the proper qualifica- 
tions of biſhops or elders ? 

A. They muſt be men well eſtabliſhed 
in the truth, wiſe, prudent and compaſ- 
honate, holy and unblameable in their 
converſation, and poſſeſſed of gifts and 
abilities for the edification of the church 


B 3 „„ 


— 


1 3 

in the faithful diſcharge of their office. 
1 Tim. iii. 17. Fit. i. 6—9. 

2 46. Had the firſt churches of Chriſt 

a plurality of elders ? 

A. It is abundantly evident that they 
had. And, if we confider the nature and 
ends of a goſpel church-ſtate, as well as 
the circumſtances of Chriſtians while in 
this world, it wilt appear, that ſuch pro- 
viſion is highly important to the order and 
ſtrength, edification and comfort of the 
churches of Chriſt, —— Acts xiv. 23. ch. 
"XV; 4, 6, 22, 23. Tit. i. 5. Phil. i. 1 

9.47. How doth the New Teſtament 
diſtinguiſh. elders in the ſame church? 

A. By the names of paſtors or teachers, 
and elders that rule well. Eph. iv. 11. 
Rom; xii. 7.8. 1 Tim. v. 17. 

9. 48. What are the ſpecial duties of 
paſtors or teachers? 

A. Theſe are various and extenſive, ſuch 
as, 

- (1.) To be erode to the church in 
every Chriſtian grace, and in all ho- 
lineſs of converſation.— 1 Tim. iv. 

* 04: - Phil; 187 45.41 et. U. 3. | 

Fe (2.) To 
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(2. 5 To watch for 3 and to attend 
to the ſpiritual intereſts of the whole 
church. — Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Pet. v. 
224. 


(3.) To preach the word plainly and 
— faithfully, dividing it aright, and to 

contend for the truth in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs. 2 Tim. iv. 2, 5. ch. ii. 15, 
16, 22—25. Jude 3, 

(4.) To adminiſter divine ordinances, ac- 
cording to the rule of the goſpel. x Cor. 
19 2,2. 5-000; 16.5. 


(5.) To teach and inſtruct, to, admoniſh 
and reprove, to exhort and comfort, 
all the members, as their ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances may require. 1 Theſſ. 
v. 12—15. 2 Tim. ii. 24—26. ch. iv. 
2. laſt clauſe. 


(6.) To preſerve and promote order and 
diſcipline with fidelity, diligence and 
kill. Rom. xii. 8. 1 Tim. v. 17. 
ch. iii. 5. 1 Cor. iv. 2. 


9. 49. Is there any diſtinction between 
the work of a paſtor and that of a teacher? 
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a hm elder is to be employed, by 
the direction of the church, according to 
his abilities for uſefulneſs. The teacher 
ſeems to be an elder, whoſe gifts are more 
eſpecially adapted to the work of inſtruc- 
tion, and therefore this becomes his prin- 
cipal buſineſs; while the paſtor is an elder, 
furniſhed with gifts for every part of the 
- Paſtoral work, to which he is accordingly 
ſeparated. Rom. x11. 6—8. 1 Cor. X11, 

4—9. 1 Pet. v. 2. | 


2. 50. What is the proper work 7 rul- 
ing elders ? 


A. To aſſiſt the paſtors and teachers in 
the government and diſcipline of the 
church, particularly, in watching over the 
conduct of the members, viſiting, converſ- 

ing and praying with the ſick and afflicted, 
admoniſhing thoſe that walk diſorderly, and 
ſtating to the church ſuch matters as re- 
quire their attention. Rom. x11. A 
1 Cor. xii, 28. © helps, governments.” 
1 Tim. v. 17; James v. 14 Acts xx. 
37s 28-322. 

2 51. What are the deacons of achurch? 
„„ 5 A. They 


—— — 


1 

A. They are officers, appointed by a 
church from among the faithful and ap- 
proved brethren, to ſuperintend all its 
temporal affairs; particularly, to receive 
and diſtribute collections for the poor, to 
furniſh the table of the Lord, and to pro- 
vide for the ſupport of fuch elders, whoſe 
time and ſervice are devoted to the church, 
——1 Tim. iii. 8-10, Ads vi. 1—3. 


9. 52. What number of elders and dea- 
cons ſhould there be in any particular 
church ? ; | 
A. Though it be very evident, that, in 
the days of the apoſtles, the ſame church 
had ſeveral elders and ſeveral deacons, yet 
it doth not appear, that every church had 
the ſame number of either, nor is any cer- 
tain number fixed in the New Teſtament. 
Every church, therefore, muſt regulate the 
number of its elders and deacons by the 
extent and weight of its ſervice, always 
keeping in view the edification and comfort 
of the whole body. —— 1 Cor. xiv. 26. laſt 
clauſe. 40, Eph. iv. 12. 1 


2. 53. How are private members to be 
conltituted officers in a Chriſtian church? 
55 | B 5 A. By 


— 


Th 


| 4 By the election of the church, with 
Faſting, and prayer; to which, in the opi- 
nion of many, ſhould be added impoſition 
of hands. Acts vi. 3,. 5, 6. ch. xiiz. 
2, 3. ch. xiv. 23. 1 Tim. v. 22. 

2. 54. Why is the election of the church 
neceſſary to conſtitute an officer in it? 

A. Chriſt hath directed his churches to 
chuſe their own officers, as we ſee by the 
firſt Chriſtian» church on earth; and his 
kingdom is a ſtate of order and holy free- 


dom, in which no man hath a right to ex- 


erciſe any office, until he is choſen to it by 
the church. —— Acts vi. 2—6. Eph. i. 
22, 23. Col. ii. 5. 1 Cor. vii. 22, 23. 

Gal. v. 1. 2 Cor. i. 24. Matt. xx. 25 —28. 

9. 55. In what light is impoſition of 
hands, in the ordination of church- officers, 
to be conſidered? 

A. Not as conveying any authority, 
gift or ability for office; for it doth not 
appear, that it was ever uſed for ſuch ends 
in the ordination of any ordinary officers in 
the church of Chriſt : bur, as the primitive 
and divinely approved mode of ſeparating 


— to * and commending them to 
ö #76 


LY 


* grace of God. — Gen. xlviii. 14, 20. 
- Numb. viii. 9, 10. ch. xxvil. 18, 19, 23. 
Acts vi. 6. ch. xiii. 3. | 


2 56. How is a Chriſtian church to > be | 
continued and increaſed ? | 


A. By a proper diſcharge of duty to the 
ſeed of the church, and by receiving ſuch 
of thoſe who deſire admiſſion, as appear tg 
be proper ſubjects of ſuch. holy fellowſhipi . 
Pf. xlv. 16, 17. Iſa. lix. 20, 21. 
Acts ii. 41, 47. 


2. 57. In what light are the children of 
church- members to be conſidered ? 


+ A. Such children are to be conſidered as 
externally holy, ſeparated to the Lord, and 
ſubjects of his viſible kingdom, with their 
parents, from their birth; and they are to 
i be acknowledged' as ſuch by baptiſm in 
their infancy, —— Acts ii. 38, 39. 1 Cor. 
Vii. 14. Rom. xi. 16. Matt. xix. 14. 
Acts xv. 10. Ch. xvi. 15, 33. 


2. 58. What is the duty of a ehurch 
in reſpect to ſuch children? 

A. To acknowledge them as a part of 
irſelf, tough not yet capable of enjoying, 
B 5 | all 
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all the privileges, nor of diſcharging all 
the duties, of adult church- members; and 
to ſee that they be well inſtructed in the 

nature, doctrines, order, inſtitutions, pri- 
vileges, and duties of the kingdom of 
Chriſt; that they attend the ſocial inſtruc- 
tion and worſhip of the church, —and that 
the elders perſonally teach, admoniſh, and 
guide them, as circumſtances may require. 
— Rom. xii. 4, 5. 1 Cor. xii. 22—27. 
John xxi. 15; laſt clauſe. . vi. 1, 4. 
Col. iii. 20, 21. ch. iv. 7. | 
2. 59. If ſuch children, when come to 
years of underſtanding, defire full com- 


munion with the church, how are they to 
be admitted? 


A. Upon ſignifying their Xfire. akin; 
a profeſſion of their faith in Chriſt, acknow- 
ledging the obligations of Mee Baptiſm, 

and giving evidence of their ſincerity by 
the conformity of their tempers and lives 
to the goſpel, they are to be admitted to 
full communion. Pf. cx. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 
'2—5. Rom. x. 9, 10. Gal. iii. 27. Rom. 

vi. 3, 4. Phil. ii. 3. 1 John ii. 6. Pf. 
xIlv. 16. Eph. vi. 4. 7 


2. 60. Who 


: 
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2 60. Who muſt judge concerning the 


Chriſtian character of thoſe, who deſire ad- 
miſſion to full communion ? 


A. The right of judging, as well as. the 
pawer of admitting, is veſted in the church 
at large, all the members having an equal 
intereſt in the unity and purity of the body, 
and an equal claim to be ſatisfied concern- 
ing the Chriſtian character of ' thoſe, with 
whom they are to walk. in Goſpel-fellow- 
ſhip; but in this, as in all other caſes, 
due regard ſhould be had to the judgment 
and advice of the officers. 1 Cor. v. 12. 
Acts ix. 26—28. Rev. ii. 2. Heb. xiii, 


7751 17. 


9, 61. How is a church to rode whe- 
ther thoſe who deſire Chriftian communion 
are proper ſubjects for it ? 


A. By attending diligently and i impar- 
tially to their profeſſion of faith and man- 
ner of life, a correſpondence of which to 
the word of Chriſt is the proper evidence 
of true diſcipleſhip. Acts viii. 37. ch. 
xix. 18—20, 1 Theſſ. iv. 7. John xv. 14. 


6 2. 62. What 
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62. What profeſſion of faith may a 
church require * thoſe wo deſire admif- 
fon? 
A. An explicit PE EYE of their be- 
lieving and cordially receiving the truth of 
the Goſpel in general, and of its leading 
Doctrines in particular, eſpecially thoſe 
which-relate to the perſon, character, offi- 
ces; and work of Chriſt; of their depend- 
ance on him alone for juſtification before 
God; and of their willing fubjection to his 
authority in all things, —— 1 John iv. 1, 2. 
Acts viii. 37. ch. xvi. 15,.31—34. Rom. 
x. 9—13. ch. iii. 22—26, — xIv. 11. 
John xv. 14. 


A. 63. If perſons, who deſire admiſſion, 
have never been baptized, * are ney. to 
be admitted? | 
A. All ſuch. perſons; profeſſing their 
faith in Chriſt and their cordial ſubjection 
to him, are to be baptized, and ſo, by the 
conſent of the church, received into full 
communion. —— Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. ch. 
xi. 29. Acts ii. 41, 42. ch. xvili. 8. 


9. 64. What 


1 


2 64. What are the ſpecial duties of 


church- members one towards another? 


A. To walk in love without diſſimula- 
tion, to adhere firmly. together in all times 
of trial; to ſympathize with one another 


under all afflictions; to bear one another's 
infirmities with meekneſs and compaſſion;;. 
to converſe frequently with each other for 


edification; to watch over each other's con- 


verſation and conduct with fidelity and 
love; to give and receive admonition with. 


humility. and tenderneſs; to excite one ano- 
ther to love and to all good works; to cul- 


tivate harmony one with. another; and, in 


all things, with readineſs and zeal, to ſeek 


and promote the proſperity and comfort of 


the whole body, and of every member of 
it, 
John xiii. 34, 35. 1 Pet. i. 22. Heb: x. 
28. 1:Cor. xii. 26. Gal. vi. 2, Mal. ir. 


16. Col. iv. 6. Rom. xiv. 19. Heb.uir, 
13. Matt. xviii. 13. Gal. vi. 1. Heb. 


xii. 14— 16. Eph. iv. 3. I Theſſ. v. 13. 


laſt clauſe. Phil. ii. 3, 4. Gal. vi. 


95 10. ; 


9 65. What 


Eph. v. 1, 2. Rom. xii. 9, 10. 
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9.65. What are the duties of chorch- 


members to their elders ? 


A. To eſteem them very highly in love 
for their work's ſake; to obey them in the 
faithful diſcharge of their duty according 
to the word ot Chriſt; to be much in 
prayer to God for them; to abide by them 
and ſtrengthen their hands under all 7; 
trials and ſufferings in the way of duty; 


imitate their example, ſo far as they 2 low 


Chriſt; and to provide for the comfortable 
ſapport of thoſe, who labour in word and 
doctrine. 1 Tim. v. 17. 1 Theſſ. v. 


12, 13. | Heb. xiii. 17. 2 Theſſ. iii. 1 


2 Tim. iv. 16. Phil. iv. 14. Heb: xi. 


7. 1 Cor. xi. 1. Gal: vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 
N | 


9. 66. If. any member ſhould treſpaſs 
againſt, or grieve another, by diſobedience 
to the laws of Chriſt, what is then the duty 
of the offended member ? 


A. Not to publiſh the matter, buy to go 


and converſe privately with the offender, 


endeavouring in faithfulneſs and love to 
convince 


r 
convince and reclaim him. —— Lev. xix. 
17. Matt. xviu. 13. Luke xvii. 3, 4. 


- 9.67. If the offending member be not 


thereby reclaimed, what is the next ſtep to 
be taken ? | 


A. The member, who firſt a0 
privately, muſt take with him one or two 
of the brethren, and with them muſt 
again endeavour to convince and reclaim 
the offending member. Deut. xix. 15. 
Matt. xviii. 16. IS 
268. If this be found ineffectual, what 

doth the word of Chriſt further direct? 


A. The matter muſt then be laid before 
the church, and the church, upon receiving 
good evidence of the complaint, muſt, by 
its elders, admoniſh the offender, with the 
view of bringing him to d — 
Matt. xviii. 17. 


2. 69. How often is a church to adm | 
niſh in ſuch caſes, before it Proceeds | to 
excluſion? 


A. If the firſt admonition be not effectual, 
the church muſt admoniſh a ſecond time, 
before it proceeds to excluſion, - unleſs in 
| : cales 


| 
| 
| 


the church, what is then its duty ? 


[4 ] 
caſes of open and ſcandalous fin. — Tir. 
ni. 10. Jude 22, 23. 


— 


2. 50. If the offending member be not 
reclaimed by the repeated admonition of 


A. The church is then, in the name of 
Chriſt, to withdraw from ſuch an one, by 


declaring him to be no longer a member 


with them. Matt. xviii. 17. 2 Theſſ. 
in. 6. Rom. xvi. 17. 


GE + 71. How is the church to proceed, 
when any of its members are guilty of open 


| and {candalous ſins? 


A. The truth of facts being firſt aſcer- 
tained,. the church muſt then teſtify its 


ſubjection ro Chriſt, its hatred: of ſin, and 


its zeal for holineſs, by. immediately put- 
ting away ſuch prophane perſons from 
among them, with earneſt prayer to God, 


that this awful meaſure may be rendered 
effectual to lead them to repentance, 


1 Cor. v. 3, 4, 5, 7, 11—13. 


9. 72. If any, who have been exclud- 


ed, afterwards give good evidence of re- 


pentance. 


[ 43 1 


| pentance, what is the ny of the Church 
in reſpe& to them ? | 


A. Upon the profeſſion and evidence of 
their repentance, and their deſire of being 
re-admitted, the Church muſt receive them 
again, with humble thankfulneſs for their 
recovery. 2 Cor. ii. 6— 8. Matt. xvii, 
18. 


9. 73. Should the Churches of Chriſt 
hold Communion one with another? 


A. As they are all united to-one Head, 
hold the fame faith, and walk by the fame 
rule, it is both their duty and their privi- 
lege to hold Communion one with ano- 
ther. Eph. i. 22, 23. ch. iv. 4—6. 
Phil. iii. 16. 1 Cor. xii. 12— 14, 27. 


2. 74. What are the duties of Churches 
one towards another? 

A. To walk circumſpectly, fo as to give 
g no juſt cauſe of offence to each other; to 
ſeek, and pray for, each other's peace and 
welfare; to diſmiſs and receive members: - 
by letters of recommendation; to aſſiſt one 
another under temporal wants and neceſſi- 
ties; and to make uſe of each other's coun- 
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ſel in caſes of difficulty and importance. 
— 1 Cor. x. 32, 33. Eph. iv. 3, 4. 
Pſ. cxxii. 6. Eph. vi. 18. Col. iv. 10. 
Rom. xvi. 1, 2. 2 Cor. iii. 1. Acts xviii. 
27. ch. xi. 29, 30. ch. xv. 135, 


2,75. May obedience to the laws of 
Chriſt be enforced ” wy human autho- 
ray XP 


A. By no means; for this would be 
uſurping the authority of Chriſt, deſtroy- 
ing the freedom of his ſubjects, and de- 
priving them of the proper opportunity 
of teſtifying their ſubjection to him. — 
Chriſt alone js the King of his Church, 
and no authority but His muſt ever be 
acknowledged in it. All his ſubjects are 
a willing people, and his authority and 
bleſſing with his ordinances, will always be 
ſufficient and effectual to ſecure their ſub- 
jection and obedience. Iſa. xxxili. 22. 
John xviii. 36. Matt. xxiii. 811. 2 Cor. 
x. 3—6. Pf. cx. 3. Col. i. 6, 9, 10, 11. 


9, 76. What divine promiſes are given 


to Chriſtians walking according to the 


older of the Goſpel? 


4 Many 


* 
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A. Many great and precious promiſes x 


are given peculiarly to them, in their con- 
nected ſtate, by which the Lord hath en- 


gaged to preſerve, ſupport, and protect 
his Church to bleſs the proviſions of his 


houſe—to dwell among his people to take 


care of them on earth—and to conduct them 
ſafely to heaven. -— Iſa. xxvii. 3. Pſ. 
CXXXxii, 13 — 18, Iſa. Is. and Ixi. 
throughout. Matt. xvi. 18. 2 Cor. vi, 
16—18, John xv. 14, 17. Eph. v. 25, 27. 
Jude 24. 


9. 77. What are the great ends for 
which this order is inſtituted in the king- 
dom of Chriſt ? | 


A. The converſion of ſinners ; the edi- 


fication and comfort of believers; the ho- 


nour of Chriſt as Mediator; and the il- 
luſtrious diſplay of all divine perfections 
in the full and everlaſting ſalvation of the 
whole Church. 018-31. 2,3. n. 
3—6. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. Eph. iv. 11—16. 
ch. i. 3—10. Phil. it. 9, 11. John v. 


23. Rev. iv. 11. ch. v. 9—14. ch. xv. 


3, 4. ch. xxi. 22— 27. ch. xxii. 3=5: 
e 808! 
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